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All in all, we have now met with more than 120 parents/students. We have focused on subject
choices and individual efforts, but above all future career plans. In so doing, we have also discussed
university programmes and entry requirements, which we in turn have linked to subject choices
and grades needed to gain admission to the preferred universities. 
 
Before formally joining Nairobi Jaffery Academy, I was advised that I would find that Kenyan
students overall are hardworking and ambitious. I am happy to report that this is in fact an
understatement. By and large, there have been very few students, if any, who have not expressed
an eagerness and willingness to put in the effort needed for them to succeed. Moreover, this
readiness to put in the required hours of study, is generally also backed by an ability to achieve.
This is supported by the fact that many of our students are aiming for admission into some of the
top universities in the world. I am therefore hopeful that we gradually will be able to build on, and
improve, the standing of our school. I will certainly do my utmost to support you all in your
ambitions. 
 
We are also making great strides in Primary. Isaiah (Head of Primary) and his team have already
implemented a formative assessment system that will ensure a better fulfillment of the learning
objectives, above all in the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science in Key Stage 2. This
will, in due time, be extended to foundation subjects as well. One of the advantages of this system,
is that we can not only easily track the progress and attainment of each individual student, but also
detect early on if certain topics need to be covered more comprehensively, or if individual students
need more support in certain areas of the curriculum.

For you as Key Stage 2 parents, we are aiming at eventually sending you a report for every unit of
each of the three core subjects as they are covered. This will most probably be around once a
month give or take, depending on subject and the length of each of the units. These reports will
provide you with specific information regarding the individual student attainment for each of the
learning objectives covered.
 

COMING UP! MESSAGE FROM THE
PRINCIPAL
Dear parents, carers & family members,

The academic year is well underway, and from what I see,
both teachers and students are focused on the tasks that 
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 lie ahead of us. Before we know it, the end of the calendar year is upon us, and students in the
upper year groups start preparing for their exams. These past two weeks I have continued, together
with Martin (Head of Secondary), to meet individually with students and parents in Years 10 to 13.



Teachers are also getting more used to teaching several subjects across each year group, which
will ensure more cross-curricular teaching, and a more holistic approach to the education of your
children. Although the effects of these changes might still take some time to manifest, rest
assure they will have a positive influence on your child’s overall preparedness for life! 
 
Have a lovely weekend.
 
Kind regards,
Sigve Austheim
Principal



Dear parents,

As we continue with virtual learning, it is very important for you to design an effective online
learning environment. To do so, here are some pointers:

Building a schedule:   This by planning ahead and going through the planner together with the
child and putting materials well organized before the lesson.

Reduce Distraction: Considering our children are young their attention span is equally less
therefore to help a child complete their assignment have them on a designated working space
that is comfortable and with less noise.

Give your child and yourself a break: It is alright to slow down the pace meaning giving your child
to think and process the information shared through the videos sent on Class Dojo then pick up
the lesson another time and that’s why as EYFS we give you leeway to send work at your own
pace.

Provide immediate positive feedback: Another way we can motivate our children is by putting a
sticker or check mark on their assignment in line with the comments given on Class Dojo, this
way they get to see and feel motivated.   Other ways can be free choice time, extra free time to
play or a treat.
 
As we continue with virtual learning we continue to thank you for your continued support.  We
successfully held our virtual Parent Orientation day and we appreciate your presence and taking
time to share your sentiments. EYFS is still broadening its virtual learning space thus we were
able to start individual virtual learning and the teachers are able to interact with the child at a
personal level.

Kindly reach out to your child’s teachers to understand more on this. Some of the lessons and
events we continue to hold virtually.

EYFS NEWS

Have a lovey weekend!

Grace Ngure - EYFS Head 



Protect private information like pass words. 
Stay safe online 
Join classes on time 
Balance the time you spend online.    

Dear parents,

We just wrapped up week three of Virtual Learning and we would like to commend you for
ensuring the continuation of engaging learning.   On behalf of the NJA teaching fraternity, I would
also like to congratulate our pupils for beginning this term on a high note. Despite the normal
learning changing drastically, they proved to go beyond the barriers and achieved the best.   

This week we engaged the learners in knowing who a digital citizen is and what a super digital
citizen does. This has helped them to adhere to the online code of conduct. 
Hassan Dabaja of year 2 shared his 4 rules on the same: 

Hassan Dabaja and his friends are proud to be digital citizens.  Afraaz Abdul shares his project work
on fascinating facts about Island.    We are happy to support each other and pool together as one
committed family.  Here are  some  exciting activities that were  exercised  by our pupils  throughout
the week.

 

Pupil’s Project on Health and wellness:  

Staying healthy and well is important for your everyday life. If someone asked you how you would
like your life to go as you grow up, what would you answer? Words like happy, healthy, and
successful would probably come to mind. There are many ways that you can live a healthy life, here
is what some pupils from had to say about healthy living.
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Exercise 

Muhamed Ali Pana of Year 2A displays his work on different ways to do exercise. He says, exercise
is  a great way to prevent bad things from happening due to poor health. To get the benefits of
exercise,  Muhamed advises you to  try to  some sort of physical activity most days of the week like
riding a bike or playing a sport. 

You Are What You Eat

Have you heard the expression ''You are what you eat''? Eating foods with a lot of  nutrients,
important substances obtained from food to support healthy growth and development, will help
your body perform the way that it should. Choose vegetables, proteins, and fruits to provide the
vitamins and minerals you need. Shahil and Imran of Year 2A confirm apples and oranges are good
for our health. Also,  Asiadh from the same class shares tips of keeping the body hydrated.

Have a lovey weekend!

Isaiah Atela - Primary Head



Dear parents,

They say discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishment, hence it is the key to
success. It is my personal belief that without discipline every task is incomplete in life.

Discipline is very much important for a student's life as it is the learning stage so as to live a
better & dignified life. Students should start practicing discipline as early as possible to enhance
their growth and interactions with others. It makes small numbers formidable, procures success
to the weak, and esteem to all. A disciplined mind leads to happiness, and an undisciplined mind
leads to suffering. Learning discipline early on while they are still in school will give them a huge
advantage over all peers as they grow older. Everyone is easily pulled into a life of
procrastination and easy self-gratification. If you can overcome your urge to indulge in
self-gratification, and sacrifice your pleasure now for an easier/better life in the future, not only
will you grow as a person entirely, but also your discipline will have proven its value.

You will never have a greater or lesser

dominion than that over yourself. The height of a man's success is gauged by

his self-mastery; the depth of his failure by his self-abandonment. And this

law is the expression of eternal justice. He who cannot establish dominion over

himself will have no dominion over others. - Leonardo da Vinci

As we endeavor to work smart and focus on our goals and termly targets, it is necessary to
uphold high levels of self-discipline and respect both to the teachers, fellow students and our
parents, and exercise gratitude in our everyday interactions.

Have a lovely weekend

Martin Ndung'u 
Head of Secondary
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Sylvia Barasa
Pastoral Head - KS3

Meet the Pastoral team in charge of Discipline &

well being of your child.

Ronald Otieno
Pastoral Head - KS4

Esther Njomo
Pastoral Head - KS5

Caroline Gitagia
Pastoral Head - KS1

Ann Mutala
Pastoral Head - KS2 

Lower

Saadiya Shahzad
Pastoral Head - KS2 

Upper



Safeguarding      
Pupil Standards, Welfare and Discipline      
Digital Safety      
Registration and Attendance
Parental Education

Sylvia Barasa (Sbarasa@jaffery.ac.ke ) Pastoral Head Keystage 3 (year 7-9)
Ronald Otieno (Rotieno@jaffery.ac.ke)Pastoral Head Keystage 4 (year 10-11)      
Esther Njomo ( Enjomo@jaffery.ac.ke)Pastoral Head Keystage 5 (year 12-13)

The pastoral section in the school is committed to development and implementation of all
pastoral policies and practices. These includes:
  

The success of implementation of pastoral policies calls for
collective responsibility from all stakeholders. To oversee the smooth running
of the program the following empathetic and sensitive leaders working closely
with the Head of Pastoral Mr. Majiwa will steer pastoral issues: 
    

1.
2.
3.

The form tutors (class teachers) will take a lead in ensuring that the School remains an exemplar
of best practice in relation to pastoral care, equality and inclusion. 

To start us off, we are ensuring that good behaviour is promoted and rewarded by recognizing
students during our assemblies. The area of focus is punctuality and being positive to peers   and
teachers. It is worth to note that teachers have been provided with behaviour checklist to report
any incident contrary to our school rules and regulation. 

Based on the common incidences during virtual learning, failure to complete an assignment or
follow  a  direction  by a  teacher  or  other  authorized  staff  member  has emerged as the top
misconduct. To manage the challenge, below is an addendum to Virtual Learning Policy.

We look forward to having a term that pupils will demonstrate good behavoiur and that any issues
will be dealt with promptly and fairly, in accordance in school policies. 
  

Offence Disciplinary responses

First time Verbal warning from subject teacher

Second time

Third time

Fourth time

Fifth time

More than 5 times

Failure to reform

Written warning from subject teacher and form tutor is informed

Verbal warning from subject teacher

Head of key stage pastoral holds a meeting with both the parent and the student.
Subject teacher to be present.  Level B Offenses: The student will be given warning in
writing by school.
Head of pastoral holds a meeting with both the parent and the student. Any other staff
may be asked to join.Level D Offenses: A student will receive suspension of between 1-3
days.
Head of secondary holds a meeting with both the parent and the student. Any other
staff may be asked to join.  Level E Offenses: Receive suspension   from   school   for   a
period of  from  three  to  five  days.
The principal holds a meeting with both the parent and the student. Any other staff
may be asked to join.  Level F Offenses: Be  excluded from  school,  at  a  minimum by  a  
suspension for  a  period  of  10 days.

Benson Majiwa
Deputy Head - Pastoral



We acknowledge that you, dear parents and carers,
are the primary educators from the homefront. At
school, we work with each indivijual pupil to enable
them reach their pontetial. Therefore we request you
caregivers to monitor the progress of the children at
home regularly and also provide a conducive study
environment during the virtual lessons. Our
e-Learning platform has improved drastically and we
can now have more students viewed by the teacher
on the screen. 

We acknowledge that you, dear parents and carers, are the primary educators from the homefront.
At school, we work with each indivijual pupil to enable them reach their pontetial. Therefore we
request caregivers to monitor the progress of the children at home regularly and also provide a
conducive study environment during the virtual lessons. 

Our e-Learning platform has improved and we can now have more students viewed on the screen.
We do advise all our students to switch on the cameras and be formally dressed for the lessons.

You may have noticed that we have put in more study hours especially for the candidate  classes, yes
this could be challenging in the beginning, but this will pay off when we will have enough time to
revise and prepare for the final examinations.

One of our core beliefs about academic success is that hard work, determination and consistent
effort are key elements in achieving success; all of the above is only possible within a firm but fair
code of discipline. 

We view education as the development of the whole child – emphasis is placed not just on the
intellectual development but also on the pupil’s physical, social and spiritual development. Each
pupil is a unique individual with special gifts and talents – we hope that with motivation,
encouragement and hard work that all our pupils will discover their individual talents.

All we strive to achieve is carried out under the guidance of strong religious ethos.   A concern for
those less fortunate than ourselves is promoted within the school.  Respect for each individual
within the school community is also a core value within NJA.

We are proud of our students and no doubt your child will make a significant contribution to NJA.

Eric Omondi,
Deputy Head - Academics



MY TESTIMONY
 
My name is Kawsar Kana, and debating has become second nature for me.
My journey since participating in the Great Debaters Contest (GDC) in 2018
to representing Kenya at an international platform in the World Schools
Debating Championship (WSDC) 2020 has been very demanding. It has
ranged from working through motion preparation deadlines to late night
training sessions. Debating requires commitment, strong will, passion and
most importantly a positive attitude, just how a pilot requires a certain
number of flight hours in order to be fully trained, so does a debater, being
proactive is just an automatic effect, one needs to put in the work. The
common myth is that you HAVE to win every debate, trust me, that’s not
how it works. It will take time before you win a contest or even break for the
semis, but in the meanwhile get the experience, learn, experience the
failure, so you don’t just get good at debating, you become the greatest to
have ever done it.
 
Trust the process!!
  

It is an activity that grants us a head start in certain endeavors of our daily lives. Just like the
present world, debate is an inclusion of talent, hustle & passion. It simulates life through the aspect
of winners and runners up. It teaches that only a combination of hard work and teamwork paves
the way for winning. Similar to life, those who do not stay committed to their roles, positions and
lack focus, end up on the losing track. It also teaches us that society is diverse and there will always
be conflicting opinions. You just need to prove why you’re right!
  

NJA DEBATE CLUB

"with wisdom comes the rare ability to tell whether or not trying
to change someone's mind would be a waste of time."

Debating is a simulation of life By Kawsar Kana

A DEBATER’S SKILL SET

 
This is one of the greatest benefit of debating, the SKILLS!!
 
CONFIDENCE – The belief in your abilities
TEAMWORK – Acknowledging the importance of unity
LEADERSHIP SKILLS – Ability to take charge!
CRITICAL THINKING – Thinking outside the box.
TIME MANAGEMENT – Scheduling priorities in accordance to urgency. 
DIVERSITY – Meeting debaters from different backgrounds and forming positive relationships.
KNOWLEDGE GURU – As you debate, your knowledge becomes diverse.



The list of benefits is too long, I might run out of paper!
 
Each and everyone needs such skills, not only in school but in life. The thing about debate is that
you get to apply such skills in real life tournaments and begin grasping the concepts of teamwork
and the importance of diversity. It takes a village… they say that if you want to go fast, go ALONE,
but if you want to go far, go with PEOPLE.
 

Support from both teachers and parents’ plays a critical role in the advancements of debaters.
Everyone needs a TEAM,presenting the:

NJA DEBATE TEAM:

Marlot Ambanya Kessar Kana Aneesa Hussein



Assalamun alaykum. My name is Shama Ali and I’m a 16 year old A-level
student who turned her hobby into a business successfully.   I have had an
interest in henna since I was young. During events like Eid, I would apply
henna for my relatives for fun.  During the early stages of the covid period,
since all studies were being done from home, I had quite a lot of free time
on my hands so I took keen interest into the art of henna. I practiced more
frequently on bettering my skills and Alhamdulillah it’s been a success. I’m
studying in the fields of business and IT thus with that information, I was
able to create and design my own brand logo and brand name,
hennabyshama.

Young Entrepreneur - Shama Ali 

henna art by shama

@hennabyshama

0727016271

Just recently, I began hosting online henna classes in which I have set a 14 day course and after
completion the student receives a certificate of completion. There is no age limit for this, come
one come all. I also have also started applying henna for the public with all covid rules applicable.
Aside from henna, I can also design beautiful logos for your business to make it pop and look
unique too.

I started the henna business by selling henna related items such as henna cones, henna powder
and much more. However, being a young entrepreneur, my mind explored further. I felt that
henna in the Kenyan market was being limited only to application and the trade of henna cones
and I wanted to expand and broaden this. With that in mind, I began my research and had a few
brainstorm moments on what I could create that could expand the world of henna in Kenya and
soon enough, I Introduced the DIY henna kits for the first time in Kenya. These kits contain the
items required to make your own henna paste and henna cones from scratch along with
instructions on how to go about it. Aside from that, I have also designed a henna practice book
with the idea of laminated pages so that the book can be reused when practicing your henna
skills. It doesn’t end there, there will be more coming soon.


